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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
To the Trustees and Overseers of Bowdoin College:
I have the honor to submit the following report for the
academic year 1954-55:
I. KENNETH CHARLES MORTON SILLS
Kenneth Charles Morton Sills, so closely associated with
the College for more than half a century, his life as its beloved
President fused with that of the College for more than a third
of a century, and since 1952 its President Emeritus, died sud-
denly on the evening of November 15, 1954. His death
brought grief to the College and to all Bowdoin men, for his
was a great life, and embodied so much that was Bowdoin.
Everywhere there arose a reawakened awareness of the immense
indebtedness of the College to this man.
Born in Halifax on December 5, 1879, Kenneth Sills moved
at an early age with his parents to Portland where he lived
until he entered Bowdoin College as a member of the Class of
1901. He graduated summct cum laude, and after graduate
work at Harvard he returned to Bowdoin as Instructor in
Classics. Following a year's further study at Columbia Uni-
versity, he became Professor of Classics. In 1910 he was ap-
pointed the first Dean of the College by President Hyde, upon
whose death in 1917 he became Acting President and then
President. Thus he served Bowdoin ably and effectively until
his retirement in 1952, after which he continued to serve his
College with his support and counsel until the hour of his death.
Countless tributes to him and to his work have been received
by the College and by his widow, Edith Lansing Koon Sills.
The December, 1954 issue of the College Bulletin, published
in his memory, lists his full vita, his many honors, and but a
few of the many tributes received. As we mourn, we may be
thankful for him and his many contributions, joyous that his
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life could be so full and that he could contribute so much to
the College and to so many people everywhere.
II. DE MORTUIS
Frank Herbert Swan, of the Class of 1898, Trustee of Bow-
doin College from 1928 until his death, Overseer from 1924
till 1928, distinguished and respected attorney and resident of
Providence, Rhode Island, died on June 6, 1954, just prior to
Commencement. He was born in Windham on August 3,
1873; he entered Bowdoin, was a member of Theta Delta Chi
and Phi Beta Kappa, and graduated magna cum laude. In
1901 he received the degree of Bachelor of Laws from Boston
University and entered practice in Portland, served as Assistant
United States Attorney for Maine, and soon afterwards moved
to Providence. Upon awarding him the degree of Doctor of
Laws, Honoris Causa, in 1938, President Sills said of him,
*\
. . son of a Bowdoin medical graduate and father of three
Bowdoin sons; influential citizen of Providence helping many
good causes including Brown University; director of financial
and charitable institutions, able, successful, and upright lawyer;
past President of the Rhode Island Bar Association; high-
minded and public-spirited citizen of firm conviction but toler-
ant of the opinion of others; one who gives most freely of
himself and of his service to his College, City and State."
I will always remember the infectiousness of his love and
enthusiasm for his College, for early in 1952 he was the first
to fill me with Bowdoin lore, and to bring to me the venera-
tion which all Bowdoin men have for their Alma Mater.
Robert Peter Tristram Coffin, L.H.D., Litt.D., of the Class
of 1915, was Pierce Professor of English from 1934 until his
sudden death on the evening of January 20, 1955. Child of
the coast of Maine, loving, appreciative son of a down-East
father, staunch citizen and exuberant admirer of the State, and
devoted son of the College, after graduating summa cum laude
he attended Princeton University where he was awarded the
degree of Master of Arts in 1916. He was then appointed
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Rhodes Scholar and studied at Trinity College in the University
of Oxford. His life, while cut short, nevertheless engulfed
several distinguished careers. He had that happy but rare com-
bination of great teaching ability, interest in students, and that
faculty for instilling excitement and life into the spoken as well
as the written word.
His career as a professor at Wells College and Bowdoin, the
demands upon him for lectures from coast to coast, his many
prizes for poetry, including the Pulitzer Prize in 1936, his in-
exhaustible but exhausting writing, all bear witness to his great-
ness. The College Bulletin of March, 1955 was issued in his
honor and memory.
III. GIFTS AND BEQUESTS
From April 1, 1954 to March 31, 1955
Gifts:
Alumni Endowment Fund (addition)
Contributions
Alumni Income Fund—Contributions
Class of 1896 Memorial Scholarship Fund
(addition) Contributions
Class of 1903 Scholarship Fund (addition)
Contributions
Class of 1904 Fund (addition
Class of 1905 Fund (addition
Class of 1910 Fund (addition
Class of 1912 Fund (addition
Class of 1913 Fund (addition
Class of 1918 Fund (addition
Class of 1925 Fund (addition
Class of 1926 Fund (addition
Class of 1927 Fund (addition
Class of 1928 Fund (addition
Class of 1929 Fund (addition
Class of 1930 Fund (addition



















Class of 1932 Fund (addition
Class of 1933 Fund (addition
Class of 1934 Fund (addition
Class of 1935 Fund (addition
Class of 1936 Fund (addition
Class of 1937 Fund (addition
Class of 1938 Fund (addition
Class of 1939 Fund (addition
Class of 1940 Fund (addition
Class of 1941 Fund (addition
Class of 1942 Fund (addition
Class of 1943 Fund (addition
Class of 1944 Fund (addition
Class of 1945 Fund (addition
Class of 1946 Fund (addition
Class of 1947 Fund (addition
Class of 1948 Fund (addition
Class of 1949 Fund (addition
Class of 1950 Fund (addition
Class of 1951 Fund (addition
Class of 1952 Fund (addition
























ContributionsClass of 1954 Fund
Class of 1956 Fund—Contributions
Art Department—Neal W. Allen '07 .
John F. Dana '98
John H. Halford '07
William W. Lawrence '98 . . . .
Benjamin R. Shute '31
Anonymous—Traveling Print Library
James Bowdoin Day Books—Anonymous
Charles A. Cary Fund (addition)
Charles A. Cary '10
Chemistry Department
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Dunlap Memorial—Katherine W. Dunlap . . 100.00
Farnsworth Fund (addition)
Daniel F. Hanley '39 600.00
Roy A. Foulke Fund (addition)
Roy A. Foulke '19 996.00
General Fund (addition)
A. H. Garcelon
In Memory of Alonzo H. Garcelon '01 . . 100.00
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Hagemeister .... 100.00
Portland Lions Club 20.00
General Purposes
Bath Iron Works Corporation ..... 500.00
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and Beane
Foundation 1,000.00
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey . . . 1,750.00
Harvey Dow Gibson Hall of Music
Commons Room Paneling—Anonymous . . 8,000.00
Portrait—H. K. McCann '02 68.86
Sound System—Scott C W. Simpson '03 . . 940.00
Harvey Dow Gibson Memorial Fund* (addition)
Emily F. W. Briggs 50.00
Mostyn Foundation 24,000.00
Hawthorne Prize—Robert P. T. Coffin '15 . . 40.00
Hawthorne Prize Fund—Contributions . . . 105.50
Hockey Rink—Graduates of February, 1955 . . 40.00
Leland B. Howe '50 10.00
Denis W. Monroe '53 14.00
K. W. Sewall '29 25.00
Infirmary—Leon Buck '38 25.00
Wallace C. Philoon '05 50.00
Lecture—Society of Bowdoin Women . . . . 250.00
Library—Roscoe J. Ham Book Fund
Edward B. Ham '22 1,000.00
Brooks Leavitt Fund (addition) Anonymous . .79
*This fund is part of the Sesquicentennial Fund, but is not included in the
total of $21,488.25.
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Sills Book Fund (addition) Contributions . . 1,094.07
Special Printing Project—Percy D. Mitchell
14 and Mrs. Mitchell 100.00
Anonymous 60.00
Richard Dale '54 6.00
William W. Lawrence '98 100.00
Douglass H. McNeally '46 10.00
Alfred W. Newcombe 14
In Memory of Clarence A. Brown '14 . . 10.00
MacMillan Arctic Expedition—D. F. Carpenter . 100.00
Charles A. Cary '10 2,200.00
Pierre S. du Pont, III . .' 1,000.00
Henry B. du Pont 1,000.00
F. C. Evans 10 ......... . 300.00
C. Porter Schutt 300.00
Hugh R. Sharp, Jr 100.00
Maine College-Community Research Program . 734.07
Moulton Union Lamps: In Memory of Stanley
P. Chase '05—Mrs. Helen J. Chase . . . 1,620.15
Bradlee Ford Mitchell Memorial Fund (addition)
Percy D. Mitchell '14 . 500.00
Music Department—Bowdoin Club of Boston . 150.00
H. D. Osgood '54 . 5.00





National Science Foundation . . . . . . 8,300.00
President's Discretion—Anonymous .... 239.61
Bowdoin Club of Boston 350.00
Charles A. Cary '10 900.00
General Electric Educational and Charitable
Foundation 250.00
' Henry A. Huston 79 100.00
Valerie S. Scudder
In Memory of Sherman N. Shumway '17 . 1,000.00
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President's Loan Fund—Irving Zamcheck 38 . 15.00
Special Scholarships
Henry Francis Barrows Scholarship
Fanny Barrows Reed Estate 1,000.00
Bath Iron Works Corporation 500.00
Bowdoin Fathers Association Scholarship
Bowdoin Fathers Association ..... 1,600.00
Boys' Athletic League 500.00
David Deane Memorial Scholarship
Bowdoin Club of Cleveland, Ohio . . . 600.00
Delaware Scholarship—Anonymous . . . 1,050.00
Delta Sigma Scholarship
Delta Sigma Fraternity 200.00
Arnold Robert Eck Memorial Scholarships
Edith E. Boyer • . . . 500.00
Evans Scholars Foundation . . . . . . 220.00
Agnes M. Lindsay Trust 4,000.00
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and Beane
Foundation 1,000.00
New England Society in the City of New
York 500.00
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey . . . 1,750.00
Westinghouse Educational Foundation . . . 500.00
Scholarship Funds
Returned Scholarships Fund (addition)
I. Backman '47 5.00
Philip D. Crockett '20 ...... . 100.00
William F. Ferris '22 400.00
James M. Sturtevant, Jr. '41 100.00
Else H. Copeland Scholarship Fund
Melvin T. Copeland '06 10,000.00
Lewis Darenydd Evans, II Scholarship Fund
(addition) Frank C. Evans '10 . . . . 1,945.00
Clara E. Evans 1,000.00
Garcelon and Merritt Fund (addition)
W. A. Greenlaw '38 25.00
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Henry W. and Anna E. Hale Scholarship
(addition) Anonymous 1,000.00
Hoyt A. Moore Scholarship Fund (addition)
Hoyt A. Moore '95 1,836.60
Mrs. Lora P. Moore 9,825.00
Margaret M. Pickard Scholarship Fund
(addition) John C. Pickard '22 ... . 10,000.00
John Prescott Webber Scholarship Fund
Lester M. Bragdon 12 . . . . . . . 225.00
Sesquicentennial Fund—Contributions . . . 21,488.25
David Sewall Prize Fund
Gilbert H. Montague . . . . . . . . 1,000.00
Theatre—George Roy Elliott H25 10.00
W. W. Wheeler '52 2.00
Theta Delta Chi Fund (addition)
Leon V. Walker '03 . 14.10
Earle S. Thompson Fund (addition)
Earle S. Thompson 14 5,225.00
Tree Planting—Mrs. Helen J. Chase .... 50.00
Robert J. Kemp '51 90.43
Whittier Field Flagpole: In Honor of Francis S.
Dane '96—Mrs. Francis S. Dane and Family . 353.62
To be Determined
Adriel U. Bird Foundation 5,000.00
Roscoe C. Ingalls 1,944.00
National Blank Book Co. Charitable Trust
In Memory of Else H. Copeland .... 500.00
Agnes M. Shumway
In Memory of Sherman N. Shumway 17 . 49,005.75
Bequests:
Alumni Endowment Fund (addition)
Estate of Harry S. Wilson 4.50
Banister Hall Classroom: In Memory of James
F. Dudley '65—Estate of Nettie S. Dudley . 5,000.00
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Charles H. Bickford Fund
Estate of Charles H. Bickford '14 ... . 1,000.00
John D. Churchill Fund
Estate of John D. Churchill '16 3,030.86
William T. Hall Bequest (addition)
Estate of William T. Hall '88 5,097.28
Hall-Mercer Scholarship Fund (addition)
Estate of A. G. Mercer . . 431.57
Charles P. Mattocks Scholarship Fund
Estate of Mary M. Bodge 2,000.00
William B. Nulty Fund (addition)
Estate of William B. Nulty '10 30,868.82
C. Hamilton Preston Class of 1902 Scholarship
Fund—Estate of C. Hamilton Preston '02 . . 2,000.00
John G. Stetson 1854 Fund Bequest
Estate of Marion Stetson . . .... . • 41,250.00
Edward P. Warren Fund (addition)
Estate of Edward P. Warren H26 . ... 11.71
Alice L. White Fund (addition)
Estate of Alice L. White 13,050.67
$459,560.13
IV. FACULTY
After a long, successful and devoted career of forty-two
years as Director of Track and Field Athletics, John Joseph
Magee is retiring with the close of the current academic year.
The statistics, in terms of championships won by Bowdoin teams
under his mentorship, readily attest to his success as a coach.
However, there is a more important aspect of his coaching not
to be measured by scoreboard statistics—the influence which
he has had upon men in moulding the attitude of their whole
lives. In this success Jack Magee has dwarfed his success in
producing championship teams, and it is for all that he has
done for Bowdoin and Bowdoin men that he retires with the
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endearment and the gratitude of the College and his many
friends.
With the close of the current year, Dr. Ernest Parker John-
son, Associate Professor of Psychology, resigns to become Pro-
fessor and Chairman of the Department of Psychology at
Colby College. Professor Johnson came to Bowdoin in 1947,
and during his tenure here has brought distinction in scholar-
ship to the Department of Psychology as well as effective
teaching to his students.
During the year the following members of the Faculty have
been on leave: Professor Albert Abrahamson, who has spent
a sabbatic year in travel, study, writing, and lecturing; Professor
Albert Rudolph Thayer, who on sabbatic leave during the first
semester did intensive work in a leading corrective speech
clinic; Professor Perley Smith Turner, who during the first
semester, on sabbatic leave, made a study of outstanding
secondary schools throughout the country; Associate Professor
Thomas Auraldo Riley, who has occupied a Fulbright Fellow-
ship for study and research in Vienna, Austria; Assistant Pro-
fessor Walter Moritz Solmitz, who has spent his sabbatic year
in research at the Warburg Institute of the University of
London.
The College has been pleased to have as members of the
Faculty during the year: Dr. Balkrishna Govind Gokhale,
Professor of History and Chairman of the Department of His-
tory at Siddharth College, Bombay, as Visiting Professor of
Indian History and Culture on the Tallman Foundation; Dr.
Egbert Ray Nichols as Visiting Professor of Speech in the
Department of English during the first semester; Dr. John Paul
Armstrong as Visiting Associate Professor of Government;
Dr. Joseph Scherer as Visiting Lecturer in Economics; and Dr.
Herbert Stephen Wallace as Lecturer in Biology.
In the past year Dr. George Donham Bearce joined the
Faculty as Assistant Professor of History, Dr. William David-
son Geoghegan as Assistant Professor of Religion, Mr. Elroy
Osborne LaCasce, of the Class of 1944, as Instructor in Physics,
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Dr. Gordon Lee Hiebert as Instructor in Chemistry, Dr. David
Braybrooke as Instructor in Philosophy, Mr. Shelton Bradley
Hicock as Instructor in German, Mr. Peter Benvenuto Debe,
Jr., of the Class of 1944, as Instructor in German and Russian,
Mr. Lawrence Moore Washington as Instructor in German,
and Mr. Stephen Minot as Instructor in English.
The publications of the Faculty during the past year are listed
in Appendix D. In addition to these, many scholarly book
reviews have been published by members of the Faculty; their
listing has been precluded by space limitations.
V. THE BOWDOIN SELF STUDY
With the assistance of a grant from the Fund for the Ad-
vancement of Education, the Faculty has been actively engaged
in a critical reappraisal and evaluation of almost all aspects of
the College. The curriculum has been thoroughly examined and
debated; the intellectual and physical environment has been
considered with relation to its effect on the students; admissions
questions have been thoughtfully scrutinized; problems of the
Faculty have been carefully explored; informative opinions
have been obtained from more than 1400 alumni, in response
to a solicitation of all alumni for their evaluation of their Bow-
doin experience. Alumni, students, and Faculty have all par-
ticipated in this study.
Since the Self Study is still in progress (the report of the
able central committee to the Faculty is not to be completed
until September), any indication of conclusions to be drawn
would be premature and out of place. However, regardless
of the nature of the report and the manner in which it will be
received by the Faculty and Governing Boards, the experience
of the year has been very profitable for the College. The entire
Faculty has been drawn into the discussions—a few but once,
but many on numerous (perhaps too frequent! ) occasions; the
problems receiving attention have been very pertinent to the
welfare of the College. Were nothing more to come from the
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study than the appreciation and understanding of the multi-
farious aspects of the College's structure and operation which
have resulted from the year's discussions, the study in itself
would have been eminently worthwhile. It is with eager inter-
est that the report of the Self Study Committee to the Faculty
is awaited.
VI. THE COLLEGE ENDOWMENT
The income producing endowment of the College continues
to be insufficient to meet the needs of the College. The Govern-
ing Boards will consider this June the Visiting Committee's
recommendations of a budget for the ensuing year which
anticipates a substantial deficit. This is the fifteenth consecutive
year in which a deficit budget has been recommended to the
Trustees and Overseers; it is not a unique occurrence! Un-
fortunately, and contrary to the experience of several other
years in the past, it cannot be contemplated that other funds
will be forthcoming to overcome this deficit. In preparing the
budget, expenses were reduced except where it seemed unwise
to do so. Even so, some activities of the College will suffer,
and in other areas dependent on an increased budget, the ad-
vantages accruing therefrom will be foregone. It is obvious
that additional endowed funds are necessary. Until these are
forthcoming, Bowdoin must continue to move forward, and
those concerned for her must hold strong faith for the future.
Through the generous provisions of a trust established by
the late Edward K. Leighton, of the Class of 1901, and the late
Mrs. Leighton, the College will share in the income of a sub-
stantial estate in perpetuity, although the title to the principal
of the fund will never be held by the College. It had been
hoped, both last year and this, that a detailed report upon this
generous trust might be made. Unfortunately, it has not been
possible to obtain from the trustee a precise statement as to
the size of the principal, nor any close estimate of the income
which will accrue annually to Bowdoin. Neither has it been
possible to determine when such information will be forth-
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coming, although the College is already receiving some income
from the trust. Under the circumstances and to avoid further
delay in reporting this, I have given here such information as
is available at this time.
VII. BRICKS AND MORTAR
No one would deny the validity of President Sills' preference
for "good teachers in wooden halls" to "wooden teachers in
marble halls." Through the years the College has sought and
encouraged good teaching and sound scholarship.
However, for the sesquicentennial years, it was also recog-
nized that an adequate physical plant, while not of primary
importance, was nevertheless essential to the continued excel-
lence of the college program, and an extensive building pro-
gram was developed. There has now been an opportunity to
assess the effects of the greatly improved facilities for class-
rooms, laboratories, and faculty offices, which were provided
by the Sesquicentennial Fund. Without question, student and
faculty morale has greatly benefitted. It is difficult to main-
tain an up-to-date, clean, and critical approach to intellectu-
al problems in an out-of-date, dingy, run-down classroom or
laboratory. Even within the year the recent improvements in
facilities for the Department of Music provided by the Harvey
Dow Gibson Hall of Music, for the Department of Psychology
in the renovation of Banister Hall, and for the Library through
improvements in Hubbard Hall, have significantly enhanced
the attitude toward and the quality of work done in these
departments. Physical environment does have a definite effect
upon intellectual attitude in today's world.
First impressions are often lasting and always influential,
and are most apt to be impressions of the physical plant. Thus
for prospective students and their parents visiting the campus,
for prospective faculty members brought to the campus in
anticipation of appointment, or for potential benefactors of the
College, a beautiful campus and well-kept buildings are essen-
tial. Comments from such persons upon the attractiveness of
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the campus and college buildings are heard frequently. It is to
the advantage of the College to maintain the physical plant
in as excellent condition as possible, and to continue its develop-
ment within limits consonant with the over-all college program.
VIII. CAROL AND EDNA
Two visitors to the College, Hurricane Carol on August 31st,
closely followed by Hurricane Edna on September 11th, 1954,
while doing no serious or fundamental damage to any of the
college buildings, destroyed approximately thirty trees on the
main campus and sixty trees in the Pines. Fortunate as Bow-
doin was in escaping serious damage, the direct cost of cleaning
up after these two storms amounted to several thousand dollars.
Beyond this, a program of replacement of trees about the cam-
pus has become necessary so that the beauty of the campus may
be preserved for those who follow.
IX. ADMISSIONS
The problem of college admissions is continuous. There is
no difficulty in attracting a sufficient number of candidates for
admission to Bowdoin, nor in selecting from the many appli-
cants those who are best qualified for work at Bowdoin. How-
ever, Bowdoin, as do other leading colleges, wishes to attract
the ablest candidates best qualified to realize the optimum
values of the Bowdoin program by deriving the maximum
benefits from the instruction and courses which the College
provides. Bowdoin has an excellent admissions program,
which, beyond obtaining for the College an excellent entering
class each September, is concerned with the welfare of the
secondary school student from the time he seriously begins to
consider his choice of a college until after he is admitted. The
ability of Bowdoin's admissions officers in assessing the qualities
of the applicant for admission, and their concern for his wel-
fare as an individual, is readily recognized by the secondary
-school administrators and teachers with whom they work and
by the boys and parents with whom they consult.
Report of the President 17
During the past year the College has published a pamphlet
entitled Bowdoin Alumni and Bowdoin Admissions. It was
originally printed in limited quantity, and will be reprinted in
quantity sufficient for mailing to all alumni at an appropriate
time in the autumn. This statement, prepared by the Director
and Assistant Director of Admissions, provides a most thorough
and complete consideration of admissions problems and admis-
sions policy. With the implementation of the plans outlined
in this pamphlet, the College will have full alumni participa-
tion in the best sense, without in any way encouraging harmful
pressures on the schoolboy applicant or interfering with the
program of the secondary school for his guidance.
X. SCHOLARSHIP PRACTICES
The fundamental justification for scholarships at Bowdoin
lies in two considerations: to insure that a Bowdoin education
is available to the highly qualified student regardless of his
economic status, and to insure that the college population shall
be representative of the national population with respect to
social and economic background. The first of these safeguards
the democratic ideals of our farsighted forefathers who estab-
lished this Nation and this College. The second provides assur-
ance that the College will not be populated solely by sons of
families of sufficient means to pay the entire cost of education.
Beyond these twin responsibilities of the College, the presence
of outstandingly able men in each class is highly beneficial
through the leavening and pacesetting they provide for other
students who might not otherwise be so highly motivated.
While it is not always easy to provide the scholarship funds
required or desired, the truly perplexing aspects of this problem
arise from the competition which exists among a limited group
of colleges for the limited number of superior students. Com-
petition is healthy, but this competition is resulting in practices
which verge upon, if they have not already become, abuses.
Many an institution will offer a scholarship in excess of actual
need, hoping thereby to attract a desirable candidate to its
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own campus. Not only is the welfare of the secondary school
senior, who is the object of so much attention, ignored, but the
boy is apt to be harmed by a false sense of his own importance
and of the obligation of society to provide for him. Ignored
also is the responsibility of the colleges to use their limited
scholarship funds for the greatest good for all students in
pecuniary need. Too often the good of the individual is neg-
lected as colleges compete scholarshipwise for a particularly
gifted student.
In a preliminary attempt to meet this problem Bowdoin has
joined with other colleges in forming the College Scholarship
Service under the auspices of the College Entrance Examination
Board. The surface of the problem is barely scratched, and it
is hoped that continued candor and sincerity on the part of all
of the institutions involved will lead, within a few years, to a
more just and equitable scholarship policy.
XL BOWDOIN'S NEXT DECADE
Ordinarily, the needs of the College have been included in
the President's Report. Early this spring, however, they were
listed in a pamphlet entitled Bowdoin's Next Decade, which
proposed a course of development for the College in the ten
years just ahead. The needs are many and varied, and include,
first, increased endowment for faculty salaries, general funds,
and scholarships; an additional dormitory; an outpatient clinic
for the Infirmary; endowment for instruction in geology; addi-
tional stack space for the Library; additional winter athletic
facilities; and other general campus and plant improvements.
Nothing has been said of the size of the College in the years
to come. This difficult problem is still under study, and must
be resolved soon. With increasing college enrollment and
demands for higher education, Bowdoin must determine
whether she will remain her present size, holding all of her ad-
vantages in student and faculty relations, or admit a larger
number of students and sacrifice some of her small college
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atmosphere to her obligation to educate a significant portion






Report of the College Physician
To the President of Bowdoin College:
I have the honor to submit the following report of the
Dudley Coe Infirmary for the period from April 11, 1954 to
April 11, 1955.




In memory of Henry Lincoln Johnson, M.D., the Infirmary
Committee has placed a plaque on the wall of the main cor-
ridor of the Infirmary. It reads:




Daniel F. Hanley, M.D., College Physician
May 1, 1955




Sept. 26—Rev. J. Arthur Samuelson, A.M., S.T.M., First Parish
Church, Brunswick
Oct. 3—Chaplain (Lieutenant Commander) Robert K. Wil-
son, B.D., USN, Brunswick Naval Air Station
Oct. 10—Rev. Wallace W. Anderson, D.D., United Church,
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Oct. 17—Rev. Leland O. Hunt, B.D., S.T.M., St. James Episco-
pal Church, Danbury, Connecticut
Oct. 24—The President of the College
Oct. 31—Rev. Milton M. McGorrill, D.D., Universalist
Church, Orono
Nov. 7—Rev. James A. Doubleday, B.D., St. Paul's Episcopal
Church, Brunswick




James V. Miller, Jr., B.D., Assistant Professor of
Religion, Bates College
Dec. 5—The President of the College
Dec. 12—Rev. John P. Fitzsimmons, S.T.B., Plymouth Congre-
gational Church, Belmont, Massachusetts
1955
Jan. 9—Rev. Nathanael M. Guptill, B.D., Andover Newton
Theological School, Newton Centre, Massachusetts
Jan. 16—Rev. Robert H. Dunn, B.D., Litt.B., St. John's Epis-
copal Church, Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Feb. 13—Rev. George M. Hooten, Jr., B.D., Franklin Street
Congregational Church, Manchester, New Hamp-
shire
Feb. 20—Balkrishna G. Gokhale, Ph.D., Visiting Professor of
Indian History and Culture on the Tallman Founda-
tion
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Feb. 27—Rev. James W. Lenhart, D.D., State Street Congre-
gational Church, Portland
Mar. 6—The President of the College
Mar. 13—Rabbi David Berent, D.Th., Temple Beth Jacob,
Lewiston
Mar. 20—Rev. Clifford H. Osborne, D.D., Chaplain of Colby
College
Apr. 10—Ronald Bridges, L.H.D., Litt.D., D.D., President,
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-
sions
Apr. 17—Rev. Albert C. Thomas, D.D., Baptist Church, Rock-
port, Massachusetts
Apr. 24—Rev. W. Hollis Tegarden, S.T.B., First Parish (Uni-
tarian) Church, Portland
May 1—Rev. Joseph C. MacDonald, D.D., Union Church,
Waban, Massachusetts
May 8—The President of the College
May 15—William D. Geoghegan, B.D., Ph.D., Assistant Pro-
fessor of Religion

























Faculty and Staff Publications, 1954-1955
Professor Albert Abrahamson
With others, prepared material for The Economic State of
New England, sponsored by The New England Council.
Yale University Press, 1954.
Associate Professor John P. Armstrong
"The Enigma of Senator Taft and American Foreign Policy, ,>
The Review of Politics ( 1955 )
.
Assistant Professor Edwin B. Benjamin
"Round Table in Fukuoka," The Dalhousie Review ( 1955 )
.
"The Structure of Martin Chuzzlewit" The Philological
Quarterly (1955).
Assistant Professor Charles S. Benson
Ph.D. Dissertation for Columbia University: Short-Term
Fluctuations in United States Imports of Apparel Wool:
A Case Study of a Marginal Import. Microfilmed and copy-
righted, 1955.
Report on the Maine Business Index, with Assistant Profes-




"Farewell to the New Welfare Economics," Review of Eco-
nomic Studies (1955)
.
Professor Herbert R. Brown
Articles on American Literature: 1900-1950, with Lewis
Leary, editor, and the Committee of Bibliography of the
Modern Language Association. Duke University Press,
1955.
"Annotated Check List of Articles on American Literature
Appearing in Current Periodicals," with others, American
Literature (1954-55).
"The Fraternity and College Responsibility," The Circle
(1954).
Managing Editor of The New England Quarterly (1954-
55).
President James S. Coles
"The Case for the Strong Fraternity," The Purple and Gold
(1954).
Professor Balkrishna G. Gokhale
"Western India — A Historical Perspective," The March of
India (1954).
"The Bhoodan Movement — Goals and Achievements,"
New Outlook (1955).
"The March of Indian History," The March of India ( 1955 )
.
Assistant Professor Arthur L. Greason
"Fielding's An Address to the Electors of Great Britian"
Philological Quarterly (1954).
Professor Alton H. Gustafson
"Growth Studies in the Quahog Venus mercenaria" Pro-
ceedings of the National Shellfisheries Association (1954).
Professor Ernst C. Helmreich
"The Rise of Prussia," Current History (1955).
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Professor Myron A. Jeppesen
"Young's Modulus," American journal of Physics (1955).
Associate Professor E. Parker Johnson
"Electroretinal Photopic Sensitivity Curves," with T. N.
Cornsweet, Nature (1954).
Professor Edward C. Kirkland
"You Can't Win," (Presidential Address at the Fourteenth
Annual Meeting of The Economic History Association),
Journal of Economic History (1954).
Mr. Elroy O. LaCasce, Jr.
Ph.D. Dissertation for Brown University: Underwater Sound
Scattering from a Corrugated Surface. 1955.
Professor Charles H. Livingston
"L'Anglais patch, Mot d'Origine Francaise," in Melanges de
Linguistique Frangaise offerts a M. Charles Bruneau, Profes-
seur a la Sorbonne. Geneve, 1954. (Professor Bruneau
was at Bowdoin as Visiting Professor of French Literature on
the Tallman Foundation, 1929-30).
"Etymologie du Mot Francais piece" Bulletin de la Societe
Neo-philologique de Helsinki (1954).
"Old French sancier, essancier" Modern Language Notes
(1955).
Mr. Glenn R. McIntire
"Some Historical Hash," The Purple and Gold (1954).
Assistant Professor James M. Moulton
"A Late August Breeding of Hyla cinerea in Florida," Her-
petologica (1954).
"The Sand Shark Carcharias taurus from Casco Bay, Maine,"
Copeia (1954).
Professor Norman L. Munn
The Evolution and Growth of Human Behavior. Houghton
Mifflin, 1955.
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"Theoretical Creativity in Psychology," (Address before the
Orono Workshop on the Foundation for Integrated Educa-
tion, 1953), Main Currents in Modern Thought (1954).
Associate Professor Lawrence L. Pelletier
The Action Program of the Citizenship Clearing House, with
George H. Williams. New York, 1954.
Associate Professor Thomas A. Riley
"Thoughts after Seeing Faust at the Wiener Burgtheater,
1954," The American-German Review (1955).
Mr. Carl N. Schmalz
Exhibition of thirty-two paintings at A. M. Laing & Son,
Portland, 1955.
Assistant Professor James A. Storer
Ph.D. Dissertation for Harvard University: Foreign Trade
Policies of the Philippine Republic. 1955.
Report on the Maine Business Index, with Assistant Profes-
sor Charles S. Benson. Maine College-Community Research
Program, 1955.
Mrs. Marjorie S. Storer, Assistant Cataloguer
"Special Libraries in the Philippines," Special Libraries
(1955).
Dr. Herbert S. Wallace
"The Earwigs Euborellia cincticollis and E. annulipes in
Arizona," with T. H. Hubbell, Entomological News ( 1955 ).
REPORT OF THE DEAN
To the President of Botvdoin College:
I have the honor to submit the following report for the
academic year 1954-1955:
In the college year now drawing to a close, members of the
last class to be affected by wartime and postwar acceleration
have graduated or are about to graduate in June. Beginning
in September of 1955 the College will be for the first time
since 1942 on what is sometimes termed a normal basis. That
is, the College will be based upon four classes, each of which
entered in the fall as a unit, each of which is spending four
conventional college years, and each of which is expected to
take major examinations or the equivalent and graduate in
June. In other words, there have been important exceptions
at Bowdoin to what is popularly regarded as a normal Ameri-
can college education, and "the best four years of your life"
have been subjected to various deviations and many variations
for over three college generations. The effects of this are
difficult to define, and the gains and losses hard to assess, but
the return to a situation in which the students remain during
a period to which the curriculum, with the major system, is
geared and for which it is designed, is very welcome.
Appropriately enough, the last year of academic disorder is
also the year of self-study, although it is to be regretted that
the results of the extensive examination of the College now
under way can hardly be put into operation for another year.
Inevitably there is some difficulty involved and dissatisfaction
incurred in administering a curriculum that is under question
and a college where almost everything is under examination.
But the gains to be expected are great, and it is virtually certain
that for many years to come Bowdoin will be influenced and
its course largely determined by the work now in progress
which has occupied the attention of so many faculty members
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and also students for a very considerable part of this college
year.
Necessarily, the pursuit of the self-study project and its
properly inconclusive state at this point make it rather idle for
the Dean to discuss various subjects which are already under
intensive scrutiny. I can, however, say that the grant from
the Ford Foundation has been put to excellent use, and whether
the outcome takes the form of extensive change, firm adher-
ence to the past or, as is most likely, appreciable modifications
of existing practices and policies, the way will be cleared for
Bowdoin to pursue its course with conviction and united effort
during the coming years when the increasing numbers of those
seeking a college education will not only test the College but
also give it greater opportunity than ever before.
Although no final decision regarding the size of the College
has been made, it has become customary to think in terms of
a student body averaging about 750 during the college year.
Last fall over 780 students registered for courses, and after
February graduation and other losses, somewhat over 720 were
registered for the spring Semester. Except for housing, this
number seems to be suited to the physical plant of the College.
However, with the dormitories at about normal capacity, and
even with the fraternity houses somewhat overcrowded, we
have too many students living off campus. As I have reported
before, many Sophomores find themselves compelled to seek
on their own quarters which are not always what they and the
College would prefer. With the College at recent levels,
another dormitory of ordinary size would accommodate almost
all men who do not prefer to live off campus, though not a
number equivalent to those now off campus by choice as well
as necessity. This seems to me to be the most pressing need
of a physical nature. With the new construction completed,
under way, or planned, the College is in most respects admi-
rably equipped.
The Faculty has suffered heavy losses recently, but it has
also gained valuable replacements, and the interest and ap-
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preciation of the students in connection with both these inevi-
table developments have been marked and impressive. Within
limits, a mutually critical attitude between students and faculty
is a natural characteristic of a college. At Bowdoin the evi-
dence is plentiful that ties between the two are strong and can
readily be made more vital and mutually beneficial. The great
success of a series of faculty lectures, not connected with the
classroom, is a case in point, and so also is the generous hospi-
tality of the fraternities.
It is my opinion that the leaders of the Student Council have
never been more clearly concerned with the desire to cooperate
in furthering the best interests of the College than in the past
year. This has helped to make the year pleasant in many
respects and, like the Faculty and the alumni, the students have
shown marked interest in the self-study project. Though too
few men have done the work, the Orient has taken a vigorous
stand on several questions and has sought to lead, not simply
reflect student opinion. Musical activities have been varied
and of high quality as usual, aided, of course, by the facilities
of Gibson Hall; while dramatic activities have carried on in
anticipation of equally fine quarters in the Pickard Theatre.
Extracurricular activities have not been markedly successful
in the field of intercollegiate athletics, but the teams themselves
have performed with credit even if not with as many victories
as all would enjoy. In a small college individuals count
heavily, and Bowdoin has had its full share of men who have
been outstanding as students and as athletic competitors. There
is no reason to suppose that this will not continue to be true,
and improved facilities, notably the hockey rink, along with
the continued help of the alumni and students in aiding the
Admissions Office in its vital field of work, can be expected to
keep Bowdoin in a position where healthy natural rivalries can
be maintained with pleasure and satisfaction.
Increases to the scholarship funds, made possible by gener-
ous donors, have been appreciable in recent years, and enable
the College to give necessary aid to the needy boys whom it is
30 Bowdoin College
so essential to attract. There should be no relaxation of effort
or attention in this field because, even with recent gains, the
College is still at some disadvantage in what is essentially a
competitive field alongside various other institutions.
In conclusion, it is my conviction that the College has been
laying sound foundations in recent years for a bright and useful
period of service in the years ahead.
Respectfully submitted,
Nathaniel C Kendrick, Dean
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APPENDIX
/. Enrollment
Students enrolled September, 1954 783
Students whose degrees were voted February, 1955 .. 33*
Students dropped February, 1955 10
Students leaving between September, 1954 and
February, 1955 30
Students enrolled February 7, 1955 729
Students readmitted February, 1955 10
New students admitted February, 1955 1






























*Of this figure, 216 were Freshmen.
111. Enrollment in Courses, 1954-1955
October 15,1954 April 1,1955
Art 1, 2 75 36
Art 5, 6 21 14
Art 9, 10 7 7
Art 11 10
Astronomy 1, 2 14 31
Biology 1, 2 149 136
Biology 3 24
Biology 5, 6 6 11
Biology 7, 8 2 2
Biology 9, 10 7 13
Biology 12 8
Biology 15, 16 3 4
Chemistry 1, 2 125 120
Chemistry 3, 4 41 25
Chemistry 5, 6 10 7
Chemistry 7, 8 35 26
Chemistry 11, 10 5 2
Chemistry 13, 14 7 9
Classics 1, 12 36 61
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Economics 11, 12 29 12
Economics 13, 14 31 28
Economics 16, 15 28 6
Economics 17, 18 32 8
Economics 20 20
Education 1, 2 38 23
Education 3, 4 20 17
English 1, 2 219 213
English 3, 4 216 212
English 5, 6 28 46
English 9, 10 70 49
English 13, 14 28 21
English 17, 18 19 14
English 19, 20 27 17
English 21, 22 9 • 7
English 23, 24 4 7
English 25, 26 49 53
English 31 14
French 1, 2 39 41
French 3, 4 122 112
French 5, 6 54 37
French 7, 8 11 12
French 15, 16 10 8
French 17, 18 9 8
German 1, 2 96 89
German 3, 4 96 86
German 5, 6 17 5
German 7, 8 15 12
German 9, 10 11 8
German 11 13
German 13, 14 17 14
Government 1, 2 70 70
Government 3, 4 11 10
Government 7, 5 18 29
Government 9, 10 18 29
Government 11, 12 28 37
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Government 13, 15 54 26
Greek 2 12
Greek 3, 4 2 2
Greek 5, 6 3 2
Greek 11, 11 1 1
History 1, 2 82 76
History 5, 6 18 23
History 7, 8 25 33
History 9, 10 17 15
History 11, 12 53 48
History 13, 14 15 14
History 17, 18 42 40
History 25, 26 34 39
Hygiene 69
Latin 2 14
Latin 3, 4 23 22
Latin 5 14
Latin 8, 10 6 13
Latin 11, 11 1 2
Mathematics 1 57
Mathematics 11, 11 132 59
Mathematics 12 97
Mathematics 14, 14 33 39
Mathematics 21, 22 61 43
Mathematics 23 16
Mathematics 31, 32 17 13
Mathematics 35, 38 4 5
Mathematics 43, 44 11 8
Military Science 11, 12 150 123
Military Science 21, 22 131 112
Military Science 31, 32 68 67
Military Science 41, 42 76 58
Music 1, 2 33 29
Music 3, 4 7 42
.Music 11, 12 1 1
Music 13, 14 5 6
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Music 22 1
Philosophy 1, 2 29 26
Philosophy 4, 3 2 8
Philosophy 6 2
Philosophy 13 6
Physics 11, 12 69 64
Physics 21, 22 29 20
Physics 23, 24 8 8
Physics 31, 32 3 3
Physics 35, 36 8 5
Psychology 1, 2 107 102
Psychology 3, 4 28 22
Psychology 5, 6 10 10
Psychology 7 9
Psychology 9, 8 14 5
Religion 1, 2 48 , 39
Religion 3, 4 30 37
Russian 1, 2 5 4
Russian 3, 4 8 4
Sociology 1, 2 55 54
Sociology 4 5
Sociology 5, 6 5 19
Sociology 8 25
Spanish 1, 2 17 12
Spanish 3, 4 7 5
IV. Fraternity Membership, April, 1955
Alpha Delta Phi 68
Alpha Rho Upsilon 61








Delta Kappa Epsilon 53
Delta Sigma 53
Alpha Tau Omega 42
678
V. Fraternity Scholastic Standings for the Award of the
Student Council Cup
June, 1954 -
Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.717




Theta Delta Chi . 2.306





Beta Theta Pi . 2.259
Delta Kappa Epsilon 2.210
Zeta Psi 2.165
Alpha Delta Phi 2.164
College Average 2.343
All Fraternity Average 2.324
February, 1955
Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.546
Alpha Tau Omega 2.412
Psi Upsilon 2.192
Chi Psi . . 2.174
Kappa Sigma 2.148
Sigma Nu . . 2.148
Delta Sigma 2.126
Delta Kappa Epsilon 2.116
Beta Theta Pi ... 2.050
!Zeta Psi 2.043
Alpha Delta Phi 2.015
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Theta Delta Chi 2.010
College Average 2.169
All Fraternity Average 2.160
VI. Abraxas Cup Standing, February, 1955
1. Lincoln Academy 3.442
2. Phillips Exeter Academy (Exeter, N. H.) . . 3.000
3. South Portland High School 2.856
4. Hebron Academy 2.500
5. Deerfield Academy (Deerfield, Mass.) . . . 2.417
6. Mount Hermon School (Mount Hermon, Mass.) 2.000
VII. Peucinian Cup
June, 1954
Alpha Rho Upsilon ' . . . 2.515
Alpha Tau Omega ........ 2.450
Delta Sigma 2.313
Sigma Nu 2.200
Theta Delta Chi 2.161
Alpha Delta Phi 2.153





Delta Kappa Epsilon 1.944
Zeta Psi 1.859
College Freshman Average 2.163
All Fraternity Freshman Average 2.156
February, 1955
Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.622
Chi Psi.
. . . . 2.343
Alpha Tau Omega 2.268
Alpha Delta Phi 2.120
Delta Sigma 2.012
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Theta Delta Chi 1.985
Beta Theta Pi 1.907
Sigma Nu 1.895
Psi Upsilon 1.846
Delta Kappa Epsilon 1.816
Zeta Psi . . . 1.675
Kappa Sigma 1.536
College Freshman Average . . . . . . 2.010
All Fraternity Freshman Average ..... 2.004
REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
To the President of Bowdoin College:
In accordance with the laws of the College, I present a report
on the condition and progress of the College Library for the
period from April 1, 1954 to March 31, 1955.
SIZE AND GROWTH
The number of volumes in the Library is estimated to be
234,492, including 1,644 films.
Accessions
1953-54 1952-53 1951-52 1950-51 1949-50
By purchase 2,780 2,864 2,842 2,906 3,228
By gift 1,636 1,231 822 1,431 1,695
4,416 4,095 3,664 4,337 4,923
NEW LIBRARY FUND
Professor Edward Billings Ham, L.H.D., of the Class of
1922, gave $1,000 to establish a book fund in memory of his
father, Professor Roscoe James Ham, L.H.D., Professor of
Modern Languages, 1901-1945. The income is to be used for
the purchase of books in the Russian language and literature.
GIFTS
From the Jewish Chautauqua Society a ten-volume set of
The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, New York, 1939-43.
From Mr. Alfred P. Cook, of the Class of 1897, volumes
1-29 of Country Life, London, 1895-1909.
From Mr. Richard A. Rhodes, II, of the Class of 1944, $10
for the purchase of books in the field of mathematics or physi-
cal sciences, and $50 for the purchase of books in American
history and government in memory of Abbie Rhodes Hall.
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From Mr. John Richards and Miss Rosalind Richards, of
Gardiner, copies of five books by Andrew Lang and a facsimile
copy of Wordworth's Guide Through the District of the Lakes
in the North of England, given in memory of Stanley
Perkins Chase, of the Class of 1905, Professor of English
Literature, 1925-1951.
From Mrs. Sibyl H. Darlington, of New York City, a copy
of G. P. A. Healy, American Artist, by Marie De Mare.
From Mr. Foster Tallman, of the Class of 1950, a member-
ship in The Company of Military Collectors and Historians.
From Mr. Richard Dale, of the Class of 1954, a subscrip-
tion to The Bulletin of the History of Medicine.
From an anonymous donor $60 for the purchase of dupli-
cate books for the department of government.
From Mr. Robert C. Hill, of the Class of 1932, the Obras
Completas of Alvarez Quintero, in 7 volumes.
From Mr. William H. Callahan, of the Class of 1911, nine
volumes of a miscellaneous nature.
From Mrs. Scott C. W. Simpson, of Intervale, New Hamp-
shire, a thirteen-volume set of Hawthorne's works, and a three-
volume set of Winkles''s Architectural and Picturesque Illus-
trations of the Cathedral Churches of England and Wales,
London, 1836-42.
From Mr. Arthur H. Cole, of the Class of 1911, volumes
19-29 of The Review of Economic Statistics.
From the library of Professor Samuel Hazzard Cross, of
Harvard University, 14 volumes of a miscellaneous nature.
From Mr. Eugene Tavenner, of Boothbay, three volumes of
classical literature.
From Mr. Percy D. Mitchell, of the Class of 1914, and Mrs.
Mitchell, of Worcester, Massachusetts, $100 in memory of
their son, Bradlee Ford Mitchell, to be used for the printing
project.
From Douglass H. McNeally, of the Class of 1946, $10 for
the purchase of books in the field of history.
From Mr. Rudolph F. Flinker, of Englewood, New Jersey
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(the father of Rudolph G. Flinker, of the Class of 1945)
copies of Burton of Arabia, by Seton Dearden, and The Strange
Career of the Chevalier d'Eon de Beaumont, by J. Buchan
Telfer, both in one-half leather bindings.
From Professor William W. Lawrence, Trustee Emeritus
and a member of the Class of 1898, $100 for the general pur-
poses of the Library.
From Professor Alfred W. Newcombe, of the Class of 1914,
$10 for the purchase of a book in memory of Clarence A.
Brown, of the Class of 1914.
From Mrs. John H. Matthews and Miss Mabel N. Matthews,
of Brunswick, an autographed presentation copy of The Devlop-
ment of American Industries, by Glover and Cornell.
From Mr. John W. Frost, an Overseer and a member of the
Class of 1904, a facsimile copy of Blake's* Songs of Innocence,
originally produced about 1790.
HUBBARD HALL
For a full year we have operated with slightly over 24,000
volumes shelved in the basement of the Chapel During that
period 33 volumes have been borrowed from the collection,
and several trips have been made to consult various volumes
on the spot. Members of the Faculty and students have shown
a most cooperative spirit, and I think the project is an unquali-
fied success.
Removing 24,000 volumes from the stack gave us room to
grow for about six more years before the space problem for
book storage will again become acute. It also meant that we
had to reshelve every volume in the stack to take advantage of
the free space. This work has been completed on all but one
floor.
The 28 study tables installed in the stack have proved to
be the most popular place for studying in the building. They
have considerable privacy, very comfortable chairs, and the
best artificial lighting to be found in Hubbard Hall. The in-
stallation of these study tables has meant that we have whole-
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heartedly thrown the stack open to all students. That this
privilege will be abused by some is obvious, but it is our hope
that the vast majority of our students will accept the respon-
sibility that necessarily accompanies increased privileges and
conduct themselves with a social rather than an anti-social
point of view.
At the request of a majority of the student body the Library
on November 30 changed the hour of closing from 10:30 to
11:30 P.M. I have been surprised at the large number of
students who remain through this final hour, and it has not
materially reduced the large number of students who enter the
Library within the first hour of opening in the evening.
During the year the Boards have been generous with funds
to improve the existing facilities of the building. The Mimeo-
graphing Department, which had been located in the Library
since its inception in the twenties, was moved to the office of
the Secretary to the Faculty in Sills Hall. The old mimeo-
graphing room was divided into two much needed faculty
studies. A plan for relighting the main reading room, pre-
pared by the Thompson Engineering Co., of Boston, Massa-
chusetts, was approved by the Library Committee of the Boards,
and work on this project is underway. It will not be possible
to install the new lighting fixtures until after College closes
in June. Money was also appropriated to install new toilet
facilities in the basement to be reached from the front vesti-
bule, and to provide six new faculty studies. Three of these
studies will be made by partitioning the room formerly housing
the alumni records. These voluminous records will be trans-
ferred to some other building and will be under the direction
of the Alumni Secretary. The other three studies will be
made by partitioning off the western half of the economics
seminar room. This work will be done during the coming
summer so that as few people as possible will be disturbed by
the inevitable noise arising from the construction work.
Finally, the College architects, McKim, Mead and White,
prepared tentative plans for an addition to the building which
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would provide for 19 faculty studies, 50 stalls for students,
and hold about 200,000 volumes. For several years the
Library Committee of the Faculty has been urging that these
plans be drawn. It should be emphasized that they are not
final, nor are they detailed, but they do represent what we
think will be needed in an addition to Hubbard Hall, and
they are complete enough so that they can be shown to a
prospective donor who might be willing to consider making
such a gift to the College.
CIRCULATION
Lent, outside . . .
Lent, closed reserve .
For Academic Year
1953-54 1952-53 1951-52 1950-51 1949-50
17,515 16,039 15,621 14,050 15,659
19,112 19,194 20,963 18,406 22,136
36,627 35,233 36,584 32,456 37,795
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Appropriations, general
Student assistants . .
Endowment funds .
Gifts, etc
Receipts for Academic Year





















$66,087 $56,519 $53,426 $53,498 $56,471




























































$66,087 $56,519 $53,426 $53,498 $56,471
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS
I add a table of the Endowment Funds of the Library in
order that the various funds and their donors may be recorded.
Name of Fund Established by Amount
Achorn Edgar O. Achorn
The annual balance from the Achorn Flag Fund.
Adams William C. Adams $ 2,000
John Appleton Frederick H. Appleton 10,053
Samuel H. Ayer Athenian Society 1,020
Boardman Edith Jenney Boardman 500
Bond Elias Bond 7,220
Bowdoin George S. Bowdoin 1,041
Philip H. Brown John C. Brown 2,040
Chapman Memorial Frederic H. Gerrish 7,006
Class of 1875 Class of 1875 1,663
Class of 1877 Class of 1877 1,033
Class of 1882 Class of 1882 2,346
Class of 1888 Class of 1888 1,210
Class of 1890 Class of 1890 2,020
Class of 1901 Class of 1901 727
Class of 1904 Class of 1904 1,930
Class of 1924 Class of 1924 2,000
Lewis S. Conant Mrs. Emma L. Conant 63,412
Cutler John L. Cutler 1,020
Darlington Mrs. Sibyl H. Darlington 1,000
James Drummond Mrs. Drummond and daughter .... 3,045
Henry Crosby Emery Class of 1899 2,000
Francis Fessenden John Hubbard 10,000
Fiske John Orr Fiske 1,020
Melville W. Fuller Mrs. Hugh C. Wallace 25,000
General fund Several persons 2,473
Arthur Chew Gilligan Mrs. Mary C. Gilligan . 1,000
Gould Albert T. Gould 1,000
Hakluyt Robert Waterston 1,100
Ham Edward B. Ham . 1,005
Louis C. Hatch Louis C. Hatch
$100 annually from the estate of Louis C. Hatch.
Samuel W. Hatch Miss Laura A. Hatch 1,000
Charles T. Hawes Mrs. Hawes 2,500
Holbrook George A. Holbrook 2,000
Hubbard Thomas H. Hubbard 106,268
Thomas Hubbard His sisters and brother 3,307
Kellogg Harvey D. Eaton 1,054
Brooks Leavitt Brooks Leavitt 111,642
Lufkin Solon B. Lufkin 500
Robert H. Lunt Mr. and Mrs. William E. Lunt .... 1,500
Frank J. Lynde George S. Lynde 1,487
William Curtis Merryman Mrs. Merryman 1,000
Morse Edward S. Morse 1,000
Alpheus S. Packard Sale of Publications 500
William A. Packard William A. Packard 5,000
Patten John Patten 500
Pickard Frederick W. Pickard 152,500
Lewis Pierce Henry Hill Pierce 32,009
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Sherman Mrs. John C. Dodge 2,209
Sibley Jonathan L. Sibley 7,094
Sills Faculty, alumni, and friends 3,297
Stanwood Edward Stanwood 1,270
Walker Joseph Walker 5,351
Thomas W. Williams His relatives and friends 500
Wood Robert W. Wood 1,000
$601,372
THE STAFF
The personnel of the Library during the past year has been:
Kenneth James Boyer, A.B., B.L.S., Librarian.
John Redmond McKenna, A.B., B.L.S., Assistant Librarian.
Charles Theodore Laugher, A.B., M.S. in L.S., Head of Read-
ers' Services (until June 30, 1954).
Olive Lee, A.B., B.S., Head of Readers' Services (after
Sept. 1, 1954).
Edith Ellen Lyon, Cataloguer.
Marjorie Wagg Frost, Assistant to the Librarian.
Miriam Stover Thomas, A.B., Curator of Alumni Records
(Part Time, until July 1, 1954).
Marjorie Smith Storer, A.B., B.S. in L.S., Assistant Cata-
loguer.
Theresa Jeannine Morissette, Assistant in the Cataloguing
Department.
Charlotte Richard Sullivan, Assistant at the Reserve Desk.
In conclusion, I wish to thank all the members of the staff
for their support and cooperation. I would also like to record
my gratitude to the members of the Faculty Committee on
the Library, the Library Committee of the Boards, and espe-
cially to President Coles for the interest they have taken in
the Library. They have succeeded in awakening an interest
in the Library and the progress made in these past two years is
largely attributable to their efforts.
Respectfully submitted,
Kenneth J. Boyer, Librarian
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APPENDIX
The Library, as Classified, Showing Accessions for the










Library economy 020 13
General encyclopaedias ... 030 7
General collected essays . . 040 2
General periodicals .... 050 99
General societies 060 2
Newspapers 070 38
Collected works 080 7
Book rarities 090 1
Philosophy 100 49
Metaphysics 110 12
Special metaphysical topics .120 2
Fields of psychology ... 130 29




Ancient philosophers ... 180 20
Modern philosophers ... 190 35
Religion 200 11
Natural theology .... 210 2
Bible 220 7
Doctrinal theology .... 230 3
Practical and devotional . . 240 3
Homiletical, pastoral, parochial 250
Church : institutions and work 260 11
Religious history 270 9
Christian churches, sects . . 280 12
Non-Christian religions . . 290 7
Sociology 300 44
Statistics . 310 26
Political science 320 100
Political economy . . . . 330 156
Law 340 78
Administration 350 20
Social welfare 360 7
Education 370 41
Commerce, communications .380 7




























































































































































Domestic economy .... 640
Communication, business . . 650





Landscape architecture . . . 710
Architecture 720
Sculpture 730















Minor languages .... 890
History 900
Geography and description . 910
Biography 920
Ancient history 930
Modern history, Europe . . 940
Asia 950
Africa 960
North America . . . . 970
South America .... 980
Oceanic and polar regions . 990
Alumni collection ....
Maine collection ....
Students' Reading Room .






53 9 62 10 4,771
86 14 100 2,413
14 4 18 1 1,687
61 2 63 5 2,181
50 50 2,752
8 1 9 3 1,766
2 3 5 157
63 2 65 1 1,799
31 3 34 1,123
45 9 54 2,860
1 1 38 797
69 69 2,266
30 12 42 55 1,584
4 36 40 130 1,637
1 1 105








2 1 3 234
17 68 85 817
3 34 37 524
2 57 59 373
18 64 82 3 1,369
3 19 22 253
2 2 132
30 1 31 1,668
23 2 25 1,009
48 48 2,302
105 12 117 16 9,408
144 33 177 4 12,932
56 56 2 6,033
140 53 193 1 10,800
7 3 10 1,866
3 3 5 819
4 1 5 1 2,201
17 5 22 1 2,858
7 2 9 650
46 4 50 1 2,500
68 101 169 1 8,471
90 104 194 8,294
4 4 1,207
132 244 376 5 10,564
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
To the President of Bowdoin College:
The Director of the Museum of Fine Arts has the honor to
submit the following report for the year ending April 30, 1955.
The past year has been highlighted by several events. Out-
standing among these were two of the best received exhibitions
which we have been able to offer in many years. The first,
"Artists in Maine," was held in the summer, partly for the
benefit of the many seasonal visitors to this area. It sought
to remind the public that an unusually large number of artists
who reside in Maine either all or part of the year have well-
deserved national reputations.
The second exhibition was devoted to the work of one of
America's old masters, Winslow Homer, who regarded Maine
as his adopted home. The largest and most ambitious exhibi-
tion that we have attempted, it was also considered to be our
best. Mr. Charles L. Homer, a nephew of the artist and the
principal lender, was generous enough to appraise it as one of
the best Winslow Homer exhibitions that he had ever seen. He
attributed much of its effectiveness to two features: a set of
explanatory labels and a supplementary exhibition of Winslow
Homer's life in pictures. The museum staff had compiled
these aids as an experiment and, thanks to their reception, in-
tends to utilize this technique much more fully in the future.
Indeed, the need for more explanation was stressed at a con-
ference of New England museum staffs which the Director
and Curator attended in April. We are glad to have pioneered
to some extent in that direction. The Homer exhibition was
a "first" for us in another respect: it was organized in con-
junction with the art department of Colby College, where it
was displayed in December after its appearance here in No-
vember, an arrangement that was mutually beneficial.
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Another event of great satisfaction to the museum staff
grew out of the Homer exhibition. Thanks to generous volun-
tary contributions from five alumni of the College^—Messrs.
Neal W. Allen '07, John F. Dana '98, John H. Halford *07,
William W. Lawrence '98, and Benjamin R. Shute '31
—
we were able to acquire a fine landscape by Homer entitled
Wolfe's Cove from the exhibition. The fourth Homer in the
Museum's collection, it adds a different and significant type
to the group.
These two exhibitions confirmed a theory propounded a
year ago: namely, that we should do better to hold exhibitions
of some significance periodically than to scatter our modest
funds among lesser monthly exhibitions throughout the year,
as in the past. Attendance figures support this view; they were
far higher during the past year than in any other of recent
memory with one exception, nearly 3,500 visitors attending
the two special exhibitions alone.
The analysis of statistics shows, not surprisingly, two bulges
in annual attendance. One coincides with the summer months,
the other with the football season. The most obvious slump
occurs during the late winter and early spring, due partly to
discouraging weather. Bearing this in mind, we intend to
schedule an attractive exhibition during the dull season when-
ever possible.
No one, we believe, expects us to equal the Homer show
regularly; it was a "natural" and exceptional. But we believe
our policy of having a few really worthwhile exhibitions in-
stead of a dozen ordinary shows per annum is the soundest
one for our budget. Fortunately, we need not go from a
feast to a famine, or alternate stagnation with activity. It is
possible to bridge the gaps between exhibitions in an effective
manner by bringing single pictures of outstanding quality to
the campus. Indeed, we have discussed such a plan before
and intend now to put it in practice. Because quality is much
more important in art than quantity, an occasional fine Corot
or El Greco could contribute greatly to our program.
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Furthermore, there is much that we can do to exploit our
own collections by featuring various items in special ways from
time to time. This idea of refining inwardly as well as bor-
rowing from the outside was strongly advocated at the New
England conference.
A third incident that gave our work a lift occurred in the
autumn when a long-time friend of the Museum, who wishes
to remain anonymous, offered to install electric lights over
the Assyrian reliefs in Sculpture Hall on behalf of the Class
of 1898. As a consequence these important treasures can now
be clearly seen for the first time. This gift was a fitting one.
The same class gave the Bulletin Board in Sculpture Hall,
dedicated to the memory of Professor Henry E. Andrews '98,
Director of the Museum from 1920 to his death in 1939.
More than anyone else, Professor Andrews dreamed of moving
the ponderous reliefs from their obscure position in the base-
ment to Sculpture Hall, a difficult project which he saw
realized shortly before his death. To illuminate them properly
now completes the task.
A fourth unusual event was due likewise to a benefactor
who wishes to remain anonymous. Owing to the extreme
generosity of this person, the College will soon be able to
offer schools and other institutions in remote places all over
northern New England an opportunity to display a traveling
print collection without any cost to themselves. The adminis-
tration of this fine collection is another example of Bowdoin's
efforts for the common good and should be of inestimable
benefit to all concerned.
Other ambassadors of the College emanating from the
Museum served us during the past year, as often before. The
Brueghel drawing of Waltersburg was again invited to an
exhibition of national importance, in this case at Cleveland,
Ohio, for inclusion in a display of "Chinese Landscape Paint-
ing." The Stuart portrait of Thomas Jefferson was used on
the new, regular two-cent United States postage stamp issued
in September, while his James Madison was published in Time
magazine in November. The Mary Cassatt pastel of a Mother
Report of the Director of the Museum of fine Arts 5
1
and Child appeared in color on a Christmas card which the
President and Mrs. Coles sent to some 7,000 alumni. Look
magazine was given permission to reproduce a drawing of the
Madonna and Child in the Bowdoin Collection and Life maga-
zine will print the Stuart portrait of James Madison in full
color in its July Fourth issue. That Bowdoin's art treasures
speak for the College on a national scale is a plain fact.
Equally plain is the fact that the Museum has been visited by
people from every state in the Union, most of the American
possessions, every country of Western Europe, and many in
Asia.
The collections have never been in a better state of preserva-
tion, owing to the expert work Mr. Alfred Jakstas has done
under our long-range conservation program. Although much
remains to be done, the program has already begun to bear
fruit. This year, for instance, Mr. Jakstas completed the clean-
ing and relining of an impressive oil painting of St. Peter and
the Angel, restoring to glowing beauty a picture which had
been a wreck.
The building, on the other hand, is in a transitional condi-
tion; that is, somewhere between a good and poor state. The
roof covering which was put in place nearly twenty years ago
has run the normal course of its life and must be replaced
this summer for the sake of safety. Similarly, the decoration
of Sculpture Hall and the picture galleries is now between
ten and fifteen years old. If they are not to become drab and
dirty looking, they should be repainted as soon as possible.
Even more critical, in our opinion, is the problem of storage
for works of art which are not on display. This is a vexing
problem in almost every museum that is more than ten years
old, as it is, indeed, in the college at large. It is, moreover,
hard to see how it can be solved until the College builds or
finds more and better storage space than any now available or
in sight. Meanwhile we are forced to weigh every additional
gift and long-term loan with great care and with constant
reference to this problem.
The Museum staff has kept busy during the year maintain-
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ing our teaching program within the College and also fulfill-
ing our other function of addressing the public. The Director
was invited to lecture to the Portland Society of Art, made his
debut on television, and also spoke on the radio. He gave two
public lectures, one at Bowdoin and the other at Colby, in
connection with the Homer exhibition, and later delivered a
public lecture at the invitation of the Student Curriculum
Committee. The Curator, Mr. Schmalz, held a very successful
exhibition of his water colors at the Laing Gallery in Portland.
Meanwhile the College sponsored a series of lectures on the
fine arts in the fall, two of which were devoted to painting
and architecture and a third to the theatre, while the depart-
ment of music presented an excellent series of concerts despite
the temporary lack of an auditorium. All in all there has been
no lack of presentation and explanation of the fine arts during
this very active year.
Indeed, our one regret is that we never seem to have time
amid our curricular and public duties to do half of the re-
search on items in the collection that could be done. In addi-
tion, our hopes of having a studio class for children on Satur-
days had to be abandoned for another reason—lack of space.
The one studio which we possess is used constantly by our own
students, who naturally have first claim on it, and our search
for a competent teacher of a one-day-a-week children's class
also proved fruitless.
No matter what we do, there is always room for improve-
ment. Currently we are attempting to build up the library in
the Art Study Room which has proved to be one of our most
valuable recent additions. The writing of explanatory labels is
a project well worth undertaking, while research on the collec-
tions can be pursued endlessly. We intend to add many slides
and photographs of our own making to the study collections
during the coming year, and hope to improve considerably the
decorative scheme of the galleries. Viewed at long-range, an
improvement in storage is probably our most serious need.
The Museum has, as in the past, scheduled exhibitions of
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special interest throughout the year. To the individuals and
the Galleries who lent works for these displays, we express our
deep thanks, and to all those whose gifts have enlivened the
College Collections we are also profoundly grateful.




-June 14': Views of Italy: engravings by Giovanni
Battista Piranesi.
June 12 -June 26: Work of students of Art 9-10.
June 12 -July 3: Etchings and dry points by Cadwallader
Washburn.
June 12 -July 17: Nineteenth- and twentieth-century Ameri-
can Landscapes.
June 14- August 31: "American Folklore," lithographs by
William Gropper, lent by Mr. George Freiday.
July 19 -August 31: "Artists in Maine."
September 1 -October 31: Landscapes from the Museum
collections.
October 4 -October 31: "Man and Horse," objects from
the College collections.
November 1 - November 21: "The Art of Winslow Homer."
December 6 -January 15: "Japanese Minor Arts."
January 3 -February 5: Reproductions of water colors by
J. W. M. Turner.
February 7 - February 27: Contemporary Graphic Arts, lent
by the Portland Art Museum.
February 21 - April 30: A new acquisition, Wolfe's Cove,
by Winslow Homer.
February 28 - April 23: Colored wood block prints by
Margaret Jordan Patterson.
April 24 - May 30: Newly acquired studies by Elihu Ved-
der of his Bowdoin College Museum mural panel.
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We have gratefully enjoyed for another year the four seven-
teenth- and eighteenth-century masterpieces by Rembrandt,
Cuyp, Hogarth, and Gainsborough on loan from Eunice, Lady
Oakes, of Nassau, B.W.I.; and we continue to be indebted to
the Yale Art Gallery for the loan of their six fourteenth- and
fifteenth-century Italian paintings. We thank Mr. and Mrs.
Mark Reed, of Boothbay Harbor, who have again lent us a fine
group of paintings from their collection of contemporary
American work.
The Museum also acknowledges with gratitude the loan by
Mr. George Freiday, of the Class of 1930, of lithographs by
William Gropper which were exhibited during the summer,
and the loan by Henry D. M. Sherrerd, Jr., of the Class of 1956,




1954.11-19 A group of nine excellent small Persian rugs,
given anonymously.
1954.20 A nineteenth-century American silver teapot, an
anonymous donation.
1954.21-22 Two small oil paintings by Henry Hamond Ahl,
the gift of the artist.
1954.23-27 Five Japanese netsukes of ivory, given by Mr.
Walter G. Davis, of Portland.
1954.28 Abel, a colored linoleum block print by Allan
R. Crite, given by the Boston Society of Inde-
pendent Artists.
1954.29 The portrait of Prof. Chauncey Allen Goodrich,
of Yale University, which has been on loan to
the College, given by the Rev. Chauncey W.
Goodrich (Hon. D.D., 1915).
1955.1 A small American engraving of the Rev. Jesse
Appleton, second President of Bowdoin College,
given by Mr. Edward D. Densmore, of the Class
of 1932.
Report of the Director of the Museum of Vine Arts 55
1955.2 Wolfe's Cove, a monochrome water color by
Winslow Homer, purchased from Charles L.
Homer, of Prout's Neck.
1955.3.1-2 Two matching Chinese vases from the Upper
Canton River, given in memory of John H. Mat-
thews by his widow and daughter.
1955.4.1-18 Eighteen preparatory sketches by Elihu Vedder
for his mural in the Walker Art Building, given
by the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
ATTENDANCE
Visitors to the Museum during the year numbered 6,343,
of whom 1,440 came during the "Artists in Maine" exhibition,
and 1,887 came during the Winslow Homer show. These
figures do not include students en route to classes.
Respectfully submitted,
Philip C. Beam, Director



